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CLA on the Trail 


By Jack Anderson 


The cloak-and-daguer boys 
at the Central Intelligence! 
Agency are trying to get ani 


advance copy of a book which provide 


is highly critical of the CLA’s| 
“dirty tricks departinent.” 

The author, ex-Air Foree 
Col. 1. Fletcher Prouty, was 
the Pentagon support officer 
for the CFA over a nine-year 
‘period. He did everything 
from supplying them with 
James Bond weapons to ship: 
ping three dozen lobsters to 
a CYA hbigwig. And he has 

written a book about it, “The 
oon Team.” 

To get the uncdited galleys, 
the CIA library approached 
the distinguished Sidney 
Kramer bookstore only a few 
blocks from ‘the White Tfrouse. 
A representative of the buok- 
store immediately — called 
Prouty and suggested he could 
“help the sale? of the book 
by providing a copy of the 
galleys. 

But Prouty had been in in- 
{telligenee toa long to be an 
easy touch. [He agreed to meet 
with the Kramer represent: 
ative aud then seeretly re- 
carded their — conversation, 
Here is a partial transcript: 

“Wo you represent others?” 
asked Prouty. 

“J ean tell you who wants 


this,” contided the emissary. 
“Theyre on our backs—the 
ClA.” 


“They are?” 

‘evidently someone was 
going to present them with a 
copy the day before yester- 
day,” 
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‘but the deal fell through. 


Prouty refused to turn ever 


‘the galleys to the CLA, which 


had a messenger wailing for 
ithem at the bookstore. We can 
the CLA. however, 
with some of the highlights: 


CIA Secrets 


e ‘The CIA. Prouty charges, 
trained agents in the Maine 
woods because of the similar- 
ity to the Russian fir forests, 


"Phen. il flew them to Norway 


where they were hopped into 
Russia on a Hight pontooned 
plane which landed on a hid- 
den lake. 

® The CIA skillfully man- 
aged to keep out of the Pen- 
iagon Papers almost all men- 
tion of its assassination and 
other “dirty tricks”? — oper- 
nations in South Vietnam, al- 


jeges Prouty. Instead, the CIA 
iarded the Papers with ex- 
aniples of how good Hts in- 


rclligence proved ta be. 

© iy 1959, one of CLA Chicf 
\Wen Dulles’? spy planes ak 
esediy was shot down over 
Russia, The crew was cap: 
tured, questioned by Soviet 
intelligence and later quietly. 
returned to the United States. j 
(They were debriefed atter| 
heir return, by, among others,: 
james McCord, a forrner CIAS 
wan convieted in the Water-: 
fate scandal.) 

eleven though the Jale Presi- 


Jent Kennedy ordered the 
Joint Chiefs to hoep a tight 
rein on covert CLA military 
aperations after the Bas of 
Pigs debacle, Uhe CTA circum 
vented the order in Vieusam 


said Ene repr esentative, and the Pentagon supinely Jet 
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them get away with if, says 
Prouty. 
Footnote: In an carlier in- 


cident, the CLA went to court 
to block a book by one of its 
tormer employees, Victor Mar- 
chetui. But Prouty was never 
on the CIA payroll. When we 
asked the CIA whether an at- 
templ would be made to sup- 
press Prouty’s book, a spokes- 
man said: “There are no plans 
whatsoever to do anything 
about the book.” ; 
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